Dog Health & Maintenance & Kennel Care, July 12, 2020, Maine Highlands Sled Dog Club
1. READ Maine Statutes and Rule regarding Animal Welfare
· US Animal Welfare Act-1966, regulates treatment of animals in research, exhibition, transport, and by dealers. The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) is the minimum acceptable standard. Multiple amendments over the years:
· 1985-Improved standards for Laboratory Animals
· 1990-Protection of Pets
· 2007-Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act
· 264 page document can be found at www.aphis.usda.gove/animal_welfare/downloads/bluebook-ac-awa.pdf
· Maine Title 7-Agriculture and Animals http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/7/title7ch0sec0.html
· Part 8: Dogs, rabies and annual licensing required, late fees and penalties can apply
· Part 9: Animal Welfare
· Maine Highlands Sled Dog Club members must be in compliance with state and local ordinances and work collaboratively with all animal control officers. Proof of kennel licensure may be requested by club.
2. KNOW your local ordinances regarding licensing, vaccinations, tethering, etc
3. INSPECT: Visual Health Inspection of a dog
· Keep records on your dogs, showing vaccines, weight, vet visits, etc.
· https://youtu.be/blTOFcRU6jE
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOnCx6CF01k
· https://globalk9protection.com/2018/05/21/fit-or-fat-do-you-know-your-dogs-body-condition-score/
· 
4. PROVIDE Adequate Housing-consideration must be given regarding breed, age, overall health, nutritional status, physical conditioning, coat density and acclimation.
· Several inches off the ground and bedding of shavings/straw thick enough to allow burrowing
· Additional insulation required for short-hair breeds
· Wind/rain break at entrance
· Waterproof for dog to stay dry
· Large enough for dog to turn around but small enough to retain heat
· Dogs at higher risk for cold injuries: diabetes, heart disease, endocrine disorders, kidney disease, arthritic, wet, and elderly
· Frostbite can occur when temperature or wind chill are near or below zero. (In humans, frostbite occurs when the skin reaches a temperature of 23 degrees F for a long period.)
· Note: summertime brings its own concerns: necessity of fresh clean water available always, shade is required, and DO NOT leave dogs in a vehicle even with windows down.
5. Food & Nutrition
· Consider a heated bowl/bucket to keep water from freezing
· If a dog shows signs of poor condition (such as lack of fleshiness over the hips, ribs and backbone) increase food intake
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For each drop in 20 degrees F, a dog requires about 15% additional caloric intake and a bit more animal fat or vegetable oil to help convert energy to body heat.
References
· Humane Society of Utah
· Bestfriends.org
· www.nal.usda.gove/awic/animal-welfare-act
· http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/7/title7ch0sec0.html
· https://vet.osu.edu/vmc/sites/default/files/images/Body%20condition%20score%20chart%20dogs_0.pdf
· https://vet.osu.edu/vmc/sites/default/files/images/Muscle%20condition%20score%20chart%202013_0.pdf
· 
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